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should be used was left open; but after further study and
investigation by the Commission, it was decided to adopt
the alternating-current system. Unquestionably the de-
cision of the Cataract Company to use alternating current
influenced greatly the rapidity and direction of electrical
development throughout the world. Professor George
Forbes, of Glasgow, was amongst those who had appeared
before the Commission as advocates of alternating current,
and subsequently he was appointed Consulting Electrical
Engineer to the Cataract Construction Company.

At Pittsburgh for about two years, beginning in 1890,
the development of the polyphase alternating-current sys-
tem was considerably retarded by financial difficulties in
which the Westinghouse Company became involved through
lack of adequate capital, but nevertheless research, design,
experiment, and construction of alternating-current ap-
paratus went on. The electrical engineers of those days
were all young, surprisingly young, but they were creating
a new science and a new art, the laws were unknown and
the language was new, and older engineers shrank from the
task of learning the laws and language. Westinghouse,
however, had the gift of youth. None of his young en-
gineers surpassed him in eager enthusiasm. None ap-
proached him in imagination. They brought to the work
greater knowledge of physics and mathematics than he
had, but he supplied the steady flame. He supplied, too,
courage, persistence, coordination, and driving power, and
he brought into the new art fertile invention and unparal-
leled mechanical experience and skill.

At a fortunate moment in 1890 a group of these young
engineers, and especially Stillwell, Shallenberger, and Scott,
persuaded him to authorize a contract for a hydroelectric
plant at Telluride, Colorado. It was a small plant, only